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The PRESIDENT: Members, are there any member’s statements? I give the call to the member who least gets 
the opportunity, Hon Martin Aldridge. 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [9.45 pm]: Thank you, Mr President. I do not intend to detain the 
house very long this evening, but I want to make a couple of remarks in relation to a statement that I made to the 
house on 19 February. On that date, I tabled a number of documents in this house relating to a potential 
contamination issue at the Red Gully 1 site operated by Empire Oil and Gas NL under exploration permit EP389 
near Gingin. Those documents, for further reference, were tabled paper 2558 and were documents obtained by 
the Department of Water and the Department of Mines and Petroleum under freedom of information. I received 
those documents after a lengthy freedom of information process initiated by myself, which I detailed to the 
house on that date. 

As I mentioned in my address to the house on 19 February, I was awaiting the Department of Environment 
Regulation to conduct a third party appeals process and as a result was not in possession of all the documents at 
that time. After DER granted access to freedom of information, I received these documents on 3 March 2015. 
The documents are outlined in the schedule of documents and I would like to reiterate my view that in order to 
bolster public confidence in onshore gas operations, transparency and access to this type of key information in 
a timely way is very important. The industry and the government is not assisted by forcing concerned residents 
or even members of Parliament to engage in arduous and lengthy freedom of information processes that in my 
view are clearly designed to frustrate applicants. 

In closing, I seek leave to table the documents provided to me by DER through freedom of information. 

Leave granted. [See paper 2843.] 
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